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PREFACE

TheblessedhopeofthereturnofJesusChristforHisownhasbeentheexpectationof

believerssincethedaysoftheNewTestamentchurches.Christianshavenotalwaysagreedon

themanner,time,andpurposeofHiscoming.Christendom hasbeendebatingpre-millennialism

anda-millennialism sincethethirdcentury.Inthelasthundredyearstherehasarisennosmall

stiramongpre-millennialistsastothefinerpointsoftheirsystem ofinterpretingtheprophecies

oftheBible.Thereprevailfourdifferentschoolsofthoughtamongpre-millenarianstoday.

PARTIALRAPTURETHEORY

Thisviewisheldbyonlyafewpre-millennialists.Itseemstohaveoriginatedintheworksof

RobertGovettinthe1800’s.Thesepeoplecontendthatthesaintswillberapturedingroups

duringthetribulationperiodastheyarepreparedtogo.Theyassertthefrequentexhortationsin

theBibletobefaithful,tobeready,andtowatch,allsuggestthattranslationisarewardfor



faithfulness.Thesepeoplearecalled“split-rapturists.”

MID-TRIBULATIONISM

Thosewhoholdtomid-tribulationism arecalled“mid-tribers.”Thesepeoplebelievethatthe

churchistranslatedatthemiddleofthesevenyearsbeforetheGreatTribulationtakesplace.

ThisschoolofthinkingisofmodernoriginwithNormanB.Harrisonasitsgreatestdefender.It

hasneverbeenacceptedbyalargenumberofpre-millennialistsandislosinggroundeachyear.

POST-TRIBULATIONISM

Thosewhocontendforpost-tribulationism arecalled“posttribers.”Theybelievethechurchwill

passthroughtheperiodoftribulationandbetranslatedwhenthetribulationends.Inits

broadestdefinitionthisisthecommonviewofChristendom.Itisheldbya-millennialistsand

post-millennialists.EvenCatholicsandmodernliberalstakethisposition.

Post-tribersappealatlengthtothewritingsofthechurchfatherstovindicatetheirposition.This

isbecausetheyhavefarmorehistorytoprovetheircontentionthanScriptures.Asecondthing

theydoistocastdoubtonthegreatpre-tribtexts.ThisisveryevidentinLadd’sTheBlessed

Hope.

Post-tribersalsoplaydowntheOldTestamentbywhattheycall“thesuperiorhermeneutiesof

theNewTestament.”Itseemsnevertooccurtothem thattheprogressiverevelationoftheOld

TestamentisnevercontradictorytotheNewTestament.Post-tribersfreelyusethenon-literal

interpretationofprophecywhenitsuitstheirpurpose.Thisisthesamehermeneuticsofa-

millennialistsandmodernliberals.

Therearereallytwobasicgroupswithinthepost-tribcamp.The“classic”post-tribersholdthat

theentireageisthetribulation.Thesebearagreaterresemblancetothechurchfathers,yetthey

generallyrejecttheimminencyofChrist’sreturn,whilethechurchfathersbelievedit.The“new-

lite”post-tribersbelievethetribulationwilloccurattheendofthispresentage.Thisgroupisof

verymodernorigin,althoughtheyclaim greatantiquity.

Post-tribulationism inmanywaysharmonizesmorewithamillennialism andpost-millennialism

thanwithpre-millennialism.Thiswillbedemonstratedinthefollowingpagesofthisbook.



PRE-TRIBULATIONISM

Thosewhoholdtopre-tribulatlionism arecalled“pre-tribers.”Thisviewmaintainsthatnopartof

thechurchwillenterthetribulationsinceitwillberapturedbeforethetribulationbegins.The

majorityofallpre-millenariansholdtoapre-tribraptureofthechurch,notwithstandinga

resurgenceofpost-tribulationism atthepresenttime.Pre-tribulationism istheonlyview,which

canbereconciledsuccessfullywithaliteralinterpretationofprophecy.

Sincethetimeofmyspiritualbirth,Ihaveheldtoapre-tribraptureofthesaints.AlthoughIhave

listenedattentivelytotheotherschoolsofthought,Iremainmoreconvincedthaneverthatthe

pre-tribraptureofthechurchandsaintsistheonlytenableschoolofthought.Iofferthe

followingonehundredreasonsformyview,notinthespiritofcontroversy,butinlovingdefense

ofmyposition.

Imakenoclaim fororiginalityforthesearguments.Somehavebeenlongagomentionedin

variousbooks.OthersIhavecometoseethroughpersonalstudyand,tomyknowledge,these

haveneverappearedinanybook.Sincetheargumentsforpre-tribulationism comesfrom the

Bible,IfeelsafeinsayingthattheyarethousandsofyearsoldandoriginatedwiththeHolySpirit

whoinspiredtheHolyBible.

ChapterOne

SOMEPOST-TRIBMENANDTHEIRBOOKS

ThefirstbookofanyimportanceonthePost-tribdoctrinewaswrittenbyAlexanderReese,a

Presbyterian,in1937.ItborethetitleTheApproachingAdventofChrist.Reeseattacksthepre-

tribulationism ofsuchleadingscholarsasSirRobertAnderson,E.W.Bullinger,J.N.Darby,A.C.

Gaebelein,William Kelly,D.M.Panton,andC.I.Scofield.Laterpost-tribbooksareindebtedto

Reeseformuchoftheirmaterialandtheirbasicarguments.

SharrelE.Ford,presentlythepastoroftheBethelMissionaryBaptistChurch,Sacramento,

California,putoutabookin1954,inwhichhedeniesthetwophasesofthereturnofChrist.

Ford’sbookaboundswithnumerouswildandweirdpropheticideas.



Fordisknownasa“modernnew-liter”onthewestcoast.Heholdstoanumberofthings

contrarytothehistoricBaptistposition.Agoodexampleofhisrevolutionaryviewsisseenina

statementinhispaper,TheMidnightCry.IntheSeptember1,1975,issuehemakesthis

statement:“Thecovenantswereconfirmed‘inChrist,’inthebodyofChrist,inAbraham,inIsrael.

Butmanysavedpeoplearenot‘inChrist,’notinHisbody,notinAbraham,notinIsrael,notinthe

covenants.”

GeorgeEldonLaddprofessestobeaBaptist.Heisastrongpost-tribwriterandeducator.

Presently,heisprofessorofNewTestamentExegesisandTheologyatFullerTheological

SeminaryinPasadena,California.In1956,hepublishedhisbook,TheBlessedHope.

Onpage77Laddwrites:

Ifapre-tribulationraptureisaBiblicaldoctrine,itoughttobeclearlysetforthintheScriptures

whichprophesytheRaptureofthechurch.(1)

Thenonpage165ofhisbookhesays:

Withtheexceptionofonepassage,theauthorwillgrantthattheScripturenowhereexplicitly

statesthattheChurchwillgothroughtheGreatTribulation.(2)

DoesLaddabidebyhisownrule?

InLadd’sbookhelistsA.J.Gordonasapost-triberonpages46and47.WhileGordonmaynot

haveagreedcompletelywithpre-tribersoftoday,hemustnotbelistedasapost-triber.A.J.

Gordonwrotein1891,inTheWatchword:“ThechurchistobecaughtuptobewiththeLordin

theairbeforetheLawlessOneisenthroned,beforetheGreatTribulation.”

DaveMacPhersonisoneofthemostoutspokenopponentsofthepre-tribrapturelivingtoday.

HeisdirectorofthenondenominationalHeartofAmericaBibleSociety,KansasCity,Missouri.

MacPhersonhaswrittenabook,TheUnbelievablePre-TribOrigin.Itwaspublishedin1973.His

bookiswelltitled“unbelievable,”becausehisattempttomakeMissMargaretMacDonaldof

PortGlasgow,Scotland,thefounderofpre-tribulationism isnotbelievable.Pre-tribulationism

didnotbeginin1830,butinthefirstcenturywithChristandHisapostles.



Onpage101hecontendsthatMargaretwasthefirstpersonintheworldtosplitthesecond

comingintotwodistinctparts.Daveisinerroraboutthis.ThevenerableBenjaminKeach(1649-

1704),pastoroftheBaptistChurch,Horsleydown,London,taughtatwophasecomingofChrist:

ThereisaprecursorycomingofourLord,(asonenotes)oramostgloriousspiritualcoming,to

setupamorevisibleanduniversalkingdom inthisworld,whichwillprecedehispersonal

appearance...forIseenoreasontodoubt,butthattheprecursorycomingoftheLordJesusis

topreparethingsforhispersonalappearance;when,(asabridegroom)hewillappearto

celebratethemarriagewithhisbelovedspouse.(3)

Onpages105to108heintroducesadocumentwrittenbyMargaretMacDonald.Thismaterial

doesnotcontainanystatementaboutacomingofChristforthechurchbeforetheGreat

Tribulation.Itevensoundspost-tribinplaces.Margaretwrote:

ThetrialoftheChurchisfrom Antichrist.ItisbybeingfilledwiththeSpiritthatweshallbe

kept.(4)

DavewroteasecondbookonTheLateGreatPre-TribRapturein1974.Likethefirstbook,it

aboundswithlengthydenounciationsofpre-tribersandverylittlepositiveinformationtoprove

histheory.Hesayspre-tribulationalistsareanti-Semitic,afalsecult,andMacDonaldites.

Accordingtohim,pre-tribersareguiltyofthedeathsofmillionsofChineseChristians.

Oneofthemostrecentbooksonthepost-tribisbyArthurKatterjohn.ItiscalledTheTribulation

People.KatterjohnisassistantprofessoratWheatonCollege.Hetakesthepositioninhisbook

thatthoseofuslivingtodaymayverywellbethetribulationpeople.

HerbertW.Armstrong,presidentandpastoroftheWorldwideChurchofGodofPasadena,

California,beganadvocatingthatsomeinGod’sChurchmightgothroughtheGreatTribulation

inthemid1950’s.ArmstrongisconsideredbymostconservativeChristianstodayasafalse

prophet.Bookshavebeenwrittenexposinghisheresy.Fewpost-tribBaptistsseem toknow

thatArmstrongisoneofthebestdefendersofthenewpost-tribdoctrinewhichtheyhold.

Ina1959,issueofThePlainTruth,theofficialmagazineoftheWorldwideChurchofGod,

HermanL.Hoehwroteanarticleentitled“The‘SecretRapture’fact...orfiction?”Thearticle

deniesanypre-tribcomingandputsthechurchinthetribulationperiod.Suchprooftextsas

Matthew24:29areused.HoehmakesthewomaninRevelation12thechurch.Hemakesthe



seventhtrumpetinRevelation11thesametrumpetasin1Thessalonians4:16-17and

1Corinthians15:52.Heconcludesbysayingthatthere“isnosecretrapturebeforethe

tribulationoratanyothertime!”

Informedpeopleknowthattheseargumentsarethesameargumentsnowbeingusedbypost-

triberstoprovetheirtheory.Inallhonesty,pre-triberswouldbemorejustifiedincallingpost-

tribers“Armstrongites”thanpost-tribersareincallingpre-tribers“Macdonaldites.”

Iam awareofotherpost-tribbookswrittenbyJ.BartonPayne,OswaldA11is,RobertH.Gundry,

JoeBen,GeorgeH.Fronow,NormanS.MaePherson,GeorgeL.Rose,HaroldJ.Oekenga,

ClarenceBass,HenryFrost,B.W.Newton,S.P.Tregelles,NormanDouty,D.H.Kromminga,and

SamuelH.Kellogg.

NOTES

1.GeorgeE.Ladd,TheBlessedHope(GrandRapids,Michigan:Wm.B.EerdmansPublishingCo.

Copyright1956.Usedwithpermission),p.77.

2.Ibid.,p.165.

3.BenjaminKeach,ExpositionoftheParables(GrandRapids,Michigan:KregelPublications.

Copyright1974.Usedwithpermission),p.643.

4.DaveMacPherson,TheUnbelievablePre-TribOrigin(KansasCity,Missouri:HeartofAmerica

BibleSociety.Copyright1975.UsedwithpermissionofLogosInternational),p.107.

ChapterTwo

THEBELIEVABLEORIGINOFPOSTTRIBULATIONISM

From themiddleofthenineteenthcenturytothepresenttime,themajorityofpre-millennialists

werepretributional.Inthe1940’sand1950’sanumberofreligiousleadersfloodedChristendom

withthepost-tribdoctrine,callingthemselves“historicpre-millennialists.”Thisisareactionary

movementagainstold-lineFundamentalism.TheNewEvangelicalstooktheleadintheriseof

post-tribulationism.Slowlybutsurely,Baptistsbecameinfectedwiththisneo-orthodoxyinthe

1950"sand1960’s.



Modernpost-tribersboastthattheirsystem ofteachingisofgreatantiquity,datingback

hundredsofyearsbeforethetimeofMargaretMacDonald.Theyappealtothewritingsofsome

ofthechurchfathersandtheirbeliefthatthepopewasAntichrist.Accordingtothem,thisfact

provesthewholesystem oftheposttrib.

Butthishardlyprovesthatthehistoricpositionofthechurchispost-tribulationism.Therehave

beenmanydifferentviewsastowhoAntichristisacrossthecenturies.Someearlybelievers

thoughtNerowastheManofSin.OthersduringtheDarkAgeslookeduponthepopeasthe

personalAntichrist.DuringWorldWarII,agoodmanysincerebelieversthoughtHitlerwas

Antichrist.SometodaybelieveHenryKissingeristheAntichristofRevelation,buttheyholdtoa

pre-tribrapture.

Post-tribBaptistswhoseektoprovepost-tribulationism bythechurchfathersshouldbe

ashamedofthemselves.SincewhendidBaptistsgotoanyhumanauthoritytovindicatetheir

religiousviews?HumanhistoriesarenotinspiredofGod.BaptiststaketheBibleasthesolerule

offaithandpractice,notsomeuninspiredchurchfather.Anyviewofeschatologywhich

dependsmoreonchurchhistorythantheBibleincriminatesitself.

ArthurKatterjohn,apost-triber,writes:

Thecorrectnessofthepre-tribulationrapturemustbeweighedfrom Scripture,nothistory.(l)

Ourpost-tribfriendsignorethemanystatementsinthewritingsofthechurchfathersonan

imminentcomingofChrist.Ouropponentsareutterlyatalosstoexplainthis,ortoreconcileit

withtheirdenialofananymomentcomingofChrist.Thereisasmuchproofthattheearly

churcheswerepre-tribulational,asthereisthattheywerepost-tribulational.Itishardtoprove

anythingconcretelyexceptpre-millennialism from thesecondcenturyuntiltheReformation.

Itwouldseem thatmypost-tribBaptistfriendshaveagreaterhistoricalproblem thandowepre-

tribers.Itisinanareamuchnearertoourowntime.WhoisthefirstBaptisttheologianwho

taughtthenewbrandofpost-tribdoctrineinthe1900’s?Howmanycantheynamebefore1930?

Before1950?



ItisutterlyvaintoappealtosomeBaptistswhowerepostmillennialistsora-millennialiststo

provethenewbrandofpost-tribdoctrine.Wherewerethepre-millennialBaptistswhoheldto

themodernbrandofthepost-tribin1907?Post-tribersneedsomeclearcutstatementsfrom

leadingBaptistsinthesedays.

Ifpost-triberscalluponmetoproducesomepre-triberswhowereBaptists,Iwillbehappytodo

so.Cantheyproducemenofequalstandinginourrankswhowerepost-tribers?

ThemostoutstandingBaptisttheologianinthesouthinthe1800’swasunquestionablyJ.R.

Graves.HewaseditorofTheTennesseeBaptist.In1883hewrote:

TheSecondAdventofChristmanifestlyhastwoaspectsorcomprisestwoevents:Hiscoming

intotheairforallhissaints,andHisvisibleappearinginglorytothewholeworldwithallhis

saints.(2)ThetranslationofGod’schildrenabovethecloudsofheaven,theretoremainduring

theperiodthatGodvisitsanunbelieving,wickedworldwithdesolatingpunishments,ismost

clearlyrevealedbothbytheprophetsandChristHimselfthroughHisevangelistsand

apostles.(3)

Howcanpost-tribBaptistsaccountforGraves’viewsonthissinceaccordingtothem pre-

tribulationism wasneverheardofinAmericauntil1859?CanweconceiveofJ.R.Graves

suddenlyembracingthedoctrineofamentallyderangedlittlegirlthatheheardofinScotland?

DidGravesgoafternewdoctrines?ordidhestandupontheolddoctrines?Isthereanhonest

post-triberwhowillpubliclyaffirm thatJ.R.Gravesreceivedhispropheticbeliefsfrom Margaret

MacDonaldandfurnishproof?

TothenorthwasA.J.Gordon,famedpastorofClarendonStreetBaptistChurchinBoston.

GordonwroteintheAugust1891issueofTheWatchword:“Thechurchistobecaughtuptobe

withtheLordintheairbeforetheLawlessOneisenthroned,beforetheGreatTribulation.”

I.M.Haldeman,pastoroftheFirstBaptistChurchofNewYorkCity,saidin1916:

AntichrististhebeginningoftheTribulation,theTribulationcannotbegintilltheChurchistaken

outoftheway....TheTribulationepochwillthusbeginbythesecretandsuddencomingofthe

LordforHisChurchandtheremovaloftheHolySpirit.(4)



William BellRiley(1861-1947)wasanabledebater,writer,andfounderofNorthwesternSchools.

Duringhislifeheaddressedanauditorium of2,640seats,filledwithpeople,attheFirstBaptist

ChurchofMinneapolis.In1917Rileywrote:

AretheChurchandtheKingdom thesame?—NEVER.TheKingdom isafuturethingandthe

churchisapresentthing.ThechurchisnottogothroughtheTribulation.(5)

Howcanpost-tribersaccountforthewidespreadbeliefinapre-tribraptureamongtheleading

BaptistsinAmerica?Whyweresuchmennotbrandedas“new-liters”byallotherBaptists?The

answerisnotdifficulttogive.Thepre-millennialBaptistsofthatdayheldtoapre-tribcomingof

Christ.

Somepost-tribersamongBaptistsadmitthattheyhavechangedtheirviewsonthesecond

comingofChrist.DaveMacPherson,whohasaBaptistbackground,concedesinalettertome:

“Ourfamilyusetobepre-tribersatonetime.”JoeBelladmitsonpage1ofhisbook,TheSecond

Coming:ARe-examinationoftheRaptureQuestion,thatheheld“withoutquestiontothe‘pre-

tribrapture’forover20years.”Inviewofsuchstatements,whosuddenlyobtainednewlite?

Whosuddenlychangedtheirposition?Morethanafewmodernpost-tribBaptistswouldbe

forcedtoadmitthattheyhavechangedtheirviewfrom apre-tribrapturetoapost-tribrapturein

thelastfewyears.

Post-tribulationism amongSovereignGraceBaptistsisscarcelyover20yearsold,yettheyclaim

thattheirviewisthehistoricBaptistposition!Thisnewbrandofpre-millennialism camefrom

“newlite”obtainedfrom readingbooksbynon-BaptistsorBaptistswhoareleadersintheNeo-

EvangelicalMovement.Forpost-tribbrethrentobrandthosewhocontinuetoholdtotheold

doctrineas“MacDonaldites”and“Scofieldites”isalmostunforgivable.Suchactivitiesdisplaya

depthoftheologicalbigotryseldom excelledinallthehistoryofBaptistchurches.

NOTES

1.ArthurKatterjohn,TheTribulationPeople(CarolStream,Illinois:CreationHouse.Copyright

1975.Usedwithpermission),p.114.

2.J.R.Graves,TheSevenDispensations(Texarkana,Arkansas-Texas:BaptistSundaySchool

Committee,1928Edition),p.391.

3.Ibid.,p.407.



4.I.M.Haldeman,TenSermonsontheSecondComing(NewYork,NewYork:FlemingH.Revell

Company,1916),pp.583-84.

5.W.B.Riley,TheMenaceofModernism (NewYork,NewYork:ChristianAl-liance,1917),p.349.

ChapterThree

THESTRANGEBEDFELLOWSOFPOST-TRIBERS

TheNewEvangelicalsinthiscountryalmostuniformlyrejectthepre-tribulationalviewof

Christ’scoming.Thosewhohaveexaminedtheriseofmodernpost-tribulationism canclearly

seethatitisinthemainateachingwhichbeganwiththeNeo-Evangelicalsinthiscountry.

Inhisexcellentbook,TheNewNeutralism,William E.Ashbrookwrites:

IfoneistobeawareoftheperilsoftheNewNeutralism hemustseeitasamovementbornof

compromise.Ithaditsorigin,likesomanyoftheismsofourday,inaninadequateviewofsin,

particularlythesinofapostasy.Itispropagatedforthemostpartbymenwhoatbestareshaky

anduncertainastothatgreatNewTestamentdoctrineoftheimminentreturnofJesusChrist.

Theyhavebecomeinfested,atleastinmeasure,bythepostora-millennialnotionof

constructingabettersocialorderalongwiththeirall-positivepresentationofthegospel.The

unscripturalideaofinfiltratingthedenominationswiththeleavenofaffirmativetruthispartof

thestockintradeoftheNewEvangelicalism,asweshallattempttoshow.Uncertainty

concerningthetruthofourLord’sreturn,coupledwithfuzzythinkingastotheraptureofthe

Church,hasprovidedanopendoortotheerrorsofthiscurrentneutralism.(1)

HaroldJ.Ockenga,thefatheroftheNewEvangelicalism,wasthefirstpresidentofFuller

Seminary.OckenganamedtheNAE,FullerSeminary,BillyGraham,andChristianityTodayasthe

sourcesofpropagatingthenewmoodamongevangelicals.TodayFulleristheseatofpost-

tribulationism.ThisistheschoolwhereGeorgeLaddhasbeenteachingsince1950.

ThedoctrinalpositionofFulleriswellillustratedbyEdwardJohnCarnell,formerpresident,and

nowactiveprofessorthere.William Ashbrookwritesagain:

...thefactremainsthatDr.Carnell’sshakypositiononinspiration,hisaccommodationstoward

sciencesocalled,hisrejectionofthepre-tribulationraptureandhisinclusivistphilosophytoward

thedenominations,togetherwithIrisgeneralattitudetowardfellowshipwithunbelieversand



worldlyindulgences,correctlyrepresentsthepositionofFullerSeminarytoday.(2)

Baptistbrethren,takeagoodlookattheleadersoftheNewEvangelicalism.Herearethemost

abledefendersofyournewbrandofthepost-tribdoctrine.Theyarethefoundersand

propagatorsofwhatyoubelieve.WouldyouthatareSovereignGraceBaptistssaythatyouare

ingoodcompany?

PresentTruthisana-millennialpublication.IntheSeptember,1974,issuetheyhaveafootnote

onpage28recommendingthebookbyDaveMacPhersononTheUnbelievablePre-TribOrigin.

Onpage36theycommendthewritingsofGeorgeLaddinanotherfootnote.Thisisprintedin

connectionwithaseriesofarticlesonamillennialists.Howfarastrayhasprofessedpre-

millennialistgonewhenhisbooksarepraisedbya-millennialists?Coulditbethatthesea-

millennialistsknowthatwhatLaddandMacPhersonholdtoisclosertotheirviewthantopre-

millennialism?

DaveMacPhersoniscirculatingalonglistofwhathecallsposttribers.Onthislististhenames

ofagoodnumberofa-millennialistsandpost-millennialists.Inalettertomehesays,“We

includedsomepost-millsanda-millsonourlist.”Howcananymanwhoclaimstobeapre-

millennialistputhimselfinthecampwitha-millennialistsandpost-millennialistsandseem to

declarethattheyagree.DoesDavenotknowthatpost-millennialistsbelievethatChristcomes

attheendofthemillennium?Doeshenotknowthata-millennialistsopposethemillennial

doctrineandbelieveinageneralresurrectionandjudgment?

DoesnottheunitingtogetherofsuchagroupinalistofnamescirculatedbyDaveclearly

indicatethatpost-tribersaremoreagreedwitha-millennialistsandpost-millennialiststhanpre-

millennialists?Remember,birdsofafeatherflocktogether.Davefeelsmoreathomeinthe

campofpre-millennialopposersthanwithpre-tribpre-millennialists.Keepyourcompany,Dave,

wedon’tcaretoshareitwithyou.

TheunstablemillennialviewofArthurKatterjohnisveryevidentinhisbook,TheTribulation

People.Onpage46hesays:

Argumentsoveranintermediatethousand-yearkingdom,andcounter-argumentsbya-milland

postmillennariansareworthysubjectsforstudy,butwilllikelynotberesolveduntilhistory

becomestheology’sproof.’’(3)Onpage77hewrites:“Butbetweenthetwomostlikely



possibilities(a-millennialism andpre-millennialism)thereislittlepracticaldifference.(4)

Thegeneralviewamongpost-tribersisthatitdoesnotmatterwhatyoubelieveabout

eschatologyaslongasyouwillputthechurchinthetribulationperiod.WillMeloonintheNov-

Dec.,1975,issueofEschatonwrote:“So,whetheryoubelieveweareinthat‘tribulation’period

andfacingArmageddon,orinthe‘littleseason’ofRev.2:3,7,facingGogandMagog,whether

youspiritualizethe‘1000years’tomeaneternity(orassomedo,meaningthisverytime,the

present)orwhetheryouliteralizeitandarelookingforwardtoanearthyreignwithChrist,we

mustagree,Ithink,thatChristcomesonlyaftercertainpropheciedeventsand‘afterthe

tribulationofthosedays’whetheritbe‘TheGreatTribulation’or‘TheLittleSeason’andwe

shouldbeprepared;itmaybesoon,and‘laterthanyouthink!’But,itispost-tribulational,after...

post,andthis—notaform ofmillennialism —hasmoretodowitharelevantmessage,pertinent

toourtimesandofmorepracticalsignificancethanone’sviewsaboutthemillennium.”

Suchstatementscausesmetowonderifthepost-tribdoctrinemaynotbecomethe

eschatologicalviewoftheecumenicalmovement.Mostpost-triberssaythatitmakesno

differenceaboutwhatyoubelieveaboutthemillennium,justsolongasyouholdtothenew

brandofthepost-tribdoctrine.

NOTES

1.William E.Ashbrook,TheNewNeutralism (Columbus,Ohio:William E.Ashbrook),p.4.

2.Ibid.,p.21.

3.ArthurKatterjohn,TheTribulationPeople(CarolStream,Illinois:CreationHouse.Copyright

1975.Usedwithpermission),p.46.

4.Ibid.,p.77.

ChapterFour

ARGUMENTSFROM HISTORY

1.TheearlychurchesexpectedtheimminentreturnofJesusChrist.Pre-tribulationism isthe

onlyschoolofthoughtwhichstressesthisimportanttruth.Mostpost-tribersdenytheany

momentcomingofChrist.GeorgeLaddsays,



NowherearewetoldtowatchforthecomingofChrist.(1)

ClementofRomeinthefirstcenturywrote:

Heshallcomequicklyandshallnottarry;andtheLordshallcomesuddenlyintoHistemple,

eventheHolyOne,whom yeexpect.(2)

TheDidacheofA.D.120containsthesewords:

Bewatchfulforyourlife;letyourlampsnotbequenchedandyourloinsnotungirded,butbeye

ready;foryeknownotthehourinwhichourLordcometh.(3)

Cyprian,bishopofCarthage,wroteaboutA.D.220-250:

LetuseverinanxietyandcautiousnessbeawaitingthesuddenadventoftheLord.(4)

CommentingontheviewofthePauliciansandWaldensesoftheDarkAges,D.T.Taylorstates

thattheyheldto

aconstantexpectationoftheendoftheworldandthecomingofChrist.(5)

2.HistorianstellusthattheearlychurchheldtoananymomentcomingofChrist.Edward

Gibbonwrote:

...thosewhounderstoodintheirliteralsensethediscoursesofChristHimselfwereobligedto

expectthesecondandgloriouscomingoftheSonofManintheclouds,beforethatgeneration

wastotallyextinguishedwhichhadbeheldHishumbleconditionuponearth.(6)

TheEncyclopediaBritannicasays:

FaithinthenearnessofChrist’ssecondadventandtheestablishmentofHisreignofgloryon

theearthwasundoubtedlyastrongpointoftheprimitiveChristianChurch.(7)

Berkhofdeclared:



TheearlyChristiansweretaughttolookforthereturnofJesusChrist,anditisevidenteven

from theNewTestamentthatsomeofthem expectedaspeedyreturn.(8)

Crippendeclaresthat

theearlyFatherslivedinexpectationofourLord’sspeedyreturn.(9)

3.Thedetaileddevelopmentofsomeofthefinerpointsoftruthduringthelasttwocenturies

doesnotprovethatpre-tribulationism isneo-orthodoxy.TheBibledisclosesthattheprophecies

oftheendtimewillbemadeplainertostudentsoftheWordastheendoftheageapproaches

(Dan.12:4,9).TherenewedinterestinthepropheticWordinthe1800’sand1900’sgivesproof

ofthisstatement.

SirIssacNewton(1642-1727)usedtosay

thataboutthetimeoftheend,inallprobability,abodyofmenwillberaisedup,whowillturn

theirattentiontotheprophecies,andinsistupontheirliteralinterpretationinthemidstofmuch

clamorandopposition.(10)

NOTES

1.GeorgeE.Ladd,TheBlessedHope(GrandRapids,Michigan:Wm.B.EerdmansPublishingCo.

Copyright1956.Usedwithpermission),p.115.

2.J.B.Lightfoot,TheApostolicFathers(GrandRapids,Michigan:BakerBookHouse,1974),p.

24.

3.Ibid.,p.129.

4.CitedbyD.T.Taylor,TheVoiceoftheChurch(London,England:SamuelBagster&Sons,

1855Edition),p.73.

5.Ibid.,p.127.

6.EdwardGibbon,TheDeclineandFalloftheRomanEmpire(London,England,1845Edition),

Vol.I,p.532.

7.TheEncyclopediaBritannica(Cambridge,England:Copyright1911,EleventhEdition),Vol.

XVIII,p.532.



8.LouisBerkhof,TheHistoryofChristianDoctrines(GrandRapids,Michigan:BakerBookHouse.

Copyright1937.WithpermissionofBannerofTruthTrust),p.262.

9.Crippen,HistoryofChristianDoctrine(Edinburgh,England:1883),p.231.

10.CitedbyD.T.Taylor,TheVoiceoftheChurch(London,England:SamuelBogster&Sons,

1855Edition),p.236.

ChapterFive

ARGUMENTSFROM ALITERALINTERPRETATION

4.Pre-tribulationism istheonlyschoolofthinkingwhichallowsaliteralinterpretationofallOld

TestamentandNewTestamentpassagesdealingwiththetribulationperiodofsevenyears.

Post-tribersareforcedtospiritualizecertainScriptures.TheyapplyDaniel12:10tothechurch

(SeeTheLateGreatPreTribRapture,p.55andTheSecondComingofChrist:ARe-examination

ofthe“Rapture”Question,pp.14-15).

Generally,post-tribersmakethetwenty-foureldersangelsinthebookofRevelation,even

thoughtheterm “elder”isneverappliedtoangelsinalltheBible.(SeeTheBlessedHope,pp.27-

28).Thisisaclear-cutcaseofa-millennialspiritualizingofthepropheciesoftheBible.

5.Pre-tribersonlydistinguishclearlybetweenthechurchandIsrael.Ourviewisinharmonywith

Paul’sdistinctionofthetwocompaniesin1Corinthians10:32.WhileIsraelandthechurchare

similarinsomeways,itwouldbeaterriblemishandlingofGod’sHolyBooktoapply

indiscriminatelytheprophecies,promises,programs,andresponsibilitiesofIsraeltothechurch,

orviceversa.

NoticesomedistinctionsbetweenIsraelandthechurch.Aboutfour-fifthsoftheBibleconcerns

Israel;aboutone-fifththechurch.Thereisacontrastintheirrespectiverulesofconduct(Deut.

7:1-2;1Cor.4:12-13).Thereisacontrastintheirappointmentsofworship(Luke1:10;Lev.17:8-

9;Num.3:10;Matt.18:20;Heb.10:19-20).Israelwasonenation;thechurchhasinitpeoplefrom



manynations.Israelisanunfaithfulwife(Isa.54:5;Hosea2:1-23);thechurchisChrist’sbride

(John3:29).

Post-tribersmakenodistinctionbetweenthechurchandIsrael.Theirentiresystem ofteaching

dependsonconfusingthechurchwithIsrael.ArthurKatterjohnsays:

Incontrasttotheadvocatesofearlyremovalism,thepost-triberfindsnobasicdistinction

betweentheChurch,theelect,thesaints,orfaithfulIsraelinGod’seconomyofsalvation.All

believers,heirsofsalvationbygracethroughfaith,arepartoftheBodyofChrist.(1)

6.Pre-tribersalonemaketheproperdistinctionbetweenthetrumpetsoftheScripture.The

trumpetin1Thessalonians4:16and1Corinthians15:52isasingletrumpetsoundedatthe

raptureofthesaints.Itissomethingwhichtakesplace“inamoment”(1Cor.15:52)and

involvestheraisingofthedeadsaintsandthetranslationofthelivingsaints.Thereisnothingin

thecontextofthesetwoScriptureswhichindicatethattheyareinanywaydealingwitha

trumpetofjudgmentonthewicked.

ThetrumpetinRevelation11:15isthelastofaseriesofseventrumpetsofjudgments.Itcovers

alongperiodoftime.Johnsays:“Butinthedaysofthevoiceoftheseventhangel,whenhe

shallbegintosound...”(Rev.10:7).

ThetrumpetsoundedinMatthew24:31issoundedaftertheseventhtrumpetinRevelationand

afterChristhasalreadycome.ItissoundedtoregatherIsraeltoPalestine(Deut.30:3-4;Ezek.

20:37-38;37:1-16;Joel2:1-32;Isa.11:11-12;Isa.27:12-13).ThereisnomentioninMatthew

24:31ofatranslationoflivingsaintstothediscomfitureofourpost-tribfriends.

NOTES

1.ArthurKatterjohn,TheTribulationPeople(CarolStream,Illinois:CreationHouseCopyright

1975.Usedwithpermission),p.14.

ChapterSix

ARGUMENTSFROM THETRIBULATION



7.Pre-tribersmakeadistinctionbetweentheGreatTribulationandthegeneraltribulationofthe

churchage.Thechurchistohavetribulationallthetimesheresidesonearth(John16:33;Acts

14:22;Rom.5:3;12:12),buttheGreatTribulationistobedistinguishedfrom thistime(Matt.

24:21;Dan.12:1).

8.TheGreatTribulationisthe“timeofJacob’strouble”(Jer.30:7).IthastodowithDaniel’s

people,theIsraelites(Dan.12:1;9:24).NowheredowefindintheNewTestamentthatthe

tribulationisthe“timeofthechurch’strouble.”

9.ItistheDivinepurposeofthetribulationtopreparearemnantofIsraelfortheMillennial

ReignofChrist(Deut.4:29-31;Jer.30:4-11).Itisnotthepurposeofthetribulationtoprepare

churchmembersforthekingdom age.ThechurchispreparedfortheMillennialKingdom bythe

JudgmentSeatofChrist(1Cor.3:13-15;2Cor.5:9-10;Rev.19:7).

10.NoNewTestamentScripturesaysthetribulationisathandforthechurch,butPaultoldthe

Philippianchurch:“TheLordisathand”(Phil.4:5).IfyouwanttoknowinwhatsensePaul

believedtheLordwasathand,thenexaminePhilippians3:20-21.

11.NoneoftheOldTestamentpassagesonthetribulationmakeanyreferencetothechurch

(Deut.4:29-30;Jer.30:4-11;Ezek.20:33-34;Dan.9:24-27;12:1).

12.NoneoftheNewTestamentpassagesonthetribulationmentionstheword“church”(Matt.

24:4-28;1Thess.5:4-9;Rev.4:19).Thebestpost-triberscandoistotrytomakethesaintsinthe

tribulationthechurch.Icanunderstandhowapersonwhobelievesintheuniversalchurch

theorycanconsistentlydothis,butIam unabletoseehowaSovereignGraceBaptistwho

believesonlyinthelocalchurchcandothis.

Laddwrites:

Withtheexceptionofonepassage,theauthorwillgrantthattheScripturenowhereexplicitly

statesthattheChurchwillgothroughtheGreatTribulation.God’speopleareseeninthe

Tribulation,buttheyarenotcalledtheChurchbuttheelectorthesaints.NordoestheWord

explicitlyplacetheRaptureattheendoftheTribulation.(1)

Anhonestconfessionisgoodforthesoul.



13.Pre-tribulationism maintainstheunityoftheseventyweeksofDaniel9:24-27.Wehaveonly

twogapswhichareindicatedinthepassageitself.Onebetweenthe49yearsandthe434years,

andasecondconsistingofthechurchagebetweenthe483yearsandthe490years.Our

opponentshaveathirdgapinthemiddleofthelastsevenyearswhichisnotindicatedinthe

passage.ThisisbecausetheytrytoconfuseIsrael’sprogram withthechurch.

NOTES

1.GeorgeE.Ladd,TheBlessedHope(GrandRapids,Michigan:Wm.B.EerdmansPublishingCo.

Copyright1956.Usedwithpermission),p.165.

ChapterSeven

ARGUMENTSFROM THECHURCH

14.ThechurchisonewithChrist(Acts9:4;Eph.1:22;2:19-22;5:23-33;Col.1:18).Ifthechurch

entersthedayofwrath,Hewillbesubjectedtothesamevisitation.ThiscannotbeforHe

sufferedbutonce(Heb.9:28).

15.Antichristissaidtopersecutethesaints(Dan.7:21,25)andIsraelinthetribulation(Rev.

12:13),butneverthechurch.WhydoeshenotpersecutethebrideofChristifsheisstillonearth?

Itmustbebecauseapre-tribrapturehasmovedhertoHeaven.

16.Judgmentissaidtobeginwiththechurchin1Peter4:17.Ifthechurchisjudgedatthesame

timeofthenationsattheendofthetribulation,orinMatthew25:31-46,thenJudgmentdoes

notbeginwiththechurch!

17.TheexpectationofthechurchfortheRedeemer’scomingis“theLordisathand”(Phil.4:5).

TheexpectationofIsraelis“thekingdom isathand”(Matt.24:14).

18.TheNewTestamentchurchesweretaughttoobeythegovernment(Rom.13:1-5;1Tim.2:1-

4;Titus3:1).ThegovernmentduringthetribulationiscontrolledbySatan(Rev.13:4).The



churchmustbedeliveredbeforetheSatanicgovernmentmanifestsitself.Israelwillproperly

calldownGod’sjudgmentupontheseungodlyrulerslikeintheimprecatoryPsalms.

19.SuchpassagesasJohn15:18-25;16:1-4;1Peter2:19-25;4:12;Jas.1:2-4;5:10-11;2Thess.

1:4-10;2Tim.3:10-14;4:5werewrittentodisclosepersecutionsandtoaidthemembersofthe

churchlivingundertryingcircumstances.Whyistherenomentionofthechurchlivingunder

Antichrist?Thesilenceoftheepistlesarguesforthechurch’sabsencefrom thesetimes.2nd

Thessalonians2mentionstheAntichrist,butitdoesnotsaythechurchistosufferathishands.

20.TheonlyorganizedchurchonearthduringthetribulationperiodistheHarlotChurch(Rev.

17-18).God’speopleareinthisone-worldchurch(Rev.18:4).Ifthetruechurchisstillonearth,

sheisnotmentionedasseparatefrom thisapostatesystem.Thenshemusthavebecomea

partofit,accordingtopost-tribdoctrine.Thisisimpossible(Matt.16:18).Therearebelievers

whohavekeptthemselvesfrom defilementinthetribulation(Rev.14:4),buttheyarenotcalled

thechurch.Ifthechurchisnolongeronearth,thenthereisnoneedforhertobementionedas

keepingherselfundefiled.

21.TheexpectationofthechurchisthesightofGod’sSonfrom Heaven(1Thess.1:9-10),not

thewrathofAntichrist.Suchlanguageasisusedin1stThessalonians1wouldheuselessifthe

wrathfallsbeforetheSonisrevealed.

22.Thoseexemptfrom thelocusts(Rev.9:1-12)arethe144,000sealedoutofthe12tribesof

Israel.Ifthechurchishereduringthistime,shewillbeunsealedandsubjecttothisfivemonths

oftorment.Post-triberssaythechurchwillbepreservedfrom thewrathofGodduringthis

period.Whatabouttheselocuststhen?Whyisthechurchnotexempt?

23.Thetranslationofthechurchisnevermentionedinanypassagedealingwiththesecond

comingofChristafterthetribulation.NoticeespeciallyRevelation20:4-5andMatthew24:29-31.

ThereisaresurrectioninRevelation20ofthetribulationsaintsonly.Thereisnomentionofany

translationoflivingsaints.Thosesittinguponthronesarenotsaidtoberaisedortranslatedin

Revelation20.Theseareseencomingfrom HeaveninthepreviouschapterwithChrist.

24.ThedwellingofJewandGentiletogetherinthechurchwashiddenfrom theOldTestament

saints(Eph.3:3-6;Col.1:26-29;Rom.16:25-27).TheMessiahwascutoffafterthe69thweek



(Dan.9:24-27).Hosea3:3-5andPsalm 22:2-31doesnotmentionthechurchage.Howcouldany

OldTestamenttextspeakofthechurch,sincetherewasnochurchuntilthedaysofJesus

ChristandJohntheBaptist?

25.Thechurchisnotappointedtowrath(Rom.5:9;1Thess.1:9-10).Thereisnoindicationthat

thewrathtocomeismerelywrathfrom God.ThechurchwillnotendureeitherthewrathofGod

(Rev.6:16;11:18;14:8,10,19;Rev.15:1,7;16:1,19)orthewrathofAntichrist(Rev.12:12).Tobe

deliveredfrom thewrathtocomewouldmeanthewrathofAntichristaswellasthewrathof

God.Thechurchwillberemovedbyapre-tribulationalrapture.

26.Christpromisedthatthechurchwouldescapethetribulation.“Andtakeheedtoyourselves,

lestatanytimeyourheartsbeoverchargedwithsurfeiting,anddrunkenness,andcaresofthis

life,andsothatdaycomeuponyouunawares.Forasasnareshallitcomeonallthem that

dwellonthefaceofthewholeearth.Watchyetherefore,andprayalways,thatyemaybe

accountedworthytoescapeallthesethingsthatshallcometopass,andtostandbeforethe

Sonofman”(Luke21:34-36).

Noticefourthingshere:First,thereisareferencetoafuturetribulationwhichwill“comeonall

them thatdwellonthefaceoftheearth.”Second,somewillescapethesethings.Third,those

whoescapethem willescape“allthesethings.”To“escapeallthesethings”doesnotmeanto

“endure”them totheendofthejudgmentperiod.Fourth,theseescapingoneswill“standbefore

theSonofman.”BythisIunderstandthattheywillstandbeforetheJudgmentSeatofChrist.

Post-triberscannotsuccessfullyexplaintheseScripturesbyattemptingtoapplythem tothe

destructionofJerusalem in70A.D.ThisisthesamecompanythatChristaddressedinMatthew

24whichtheysayisthechurch.Whythissuddenchange?ThoseHeaddressesmustbesaved

fortheyaretoldtowatchandpray.Didtheeventsin70A.D.involvethewholeearth?Didany

onegotostandbeforetheSonofman?

27.ItisalwaysGod’sgeneralplantodeliverbelieversbeforeaDivinejudgmentisinflicted(2Pet.

2:6-9;Heb.11:31;Psa.1:5).LotescapedthedestructionofSodom.Itsruinwassuspendeduntil

hewassafe.Theangelsaid:

“Icannotdoanythingtillthoubecomethither”(Gen.19:22).PetersaidthatGod“deliveredjust

Lot”(2Pet.2:7),andthenadded:“Surely,thentheLordknowshowtorescuegodlypeoplefrom



trial”(2Pet.2:9).(1)

JesusChristsaidthatHissecondcomingwouldbelikeit“wasinthedaysofLot”(Luke17:28-

30).Lotwasnotpreservedinthedestruction,butcompletelydeliveredfrom itbybeingremoved.

Likewise,Christwilltakethechurchandthesaintsofthisageoutbeforethebrimstoneofthe

tribulationcomes(Rev.9:16-18),forHehaspromisedtodoso(Rev.3:10;Luke21:36).

28.AttherapturethechurchistakentotheFather’shouseofmanymansions:“AndifIgoand

prepareaplaceforyou,Iwillcomeagain,andreceiveyouuntomyself;thatwhereIam,thereye

maybealso”(John14:3).JesushadjustsaidHewasgoingtotheFather.Hetellsthechurch

thatwhenHecomesback“there”theywillgowithHim.TherewouldbenoneedforChristto

catchthesaintsofthisageandthechurchupintotheair(1Thess.4:17),iftheyweregoingto

immediatelyreturntotheearth.John14sayswearegoingtotheFather’shouse.

29.ChristpromisedthatthegatesofHellwouldneverprevailagainstthechurch(Matt.16:18),

yetAntichristduringthetribulationmakeswarwiththesaintsandprevailsagainstthem (Dan.

7:21).Thesesaintscannotbesaintsinchurches;otherwise,Matthew16:18isuntrue.

30.Post-tribulationalistsconfusethechurchwiththesavedinthattheyattempttomakesuch

termsas“elect”and“saints”tobethechurch.Certainlythechurchesarecomposedofthe

saintsandtheelect,butnotallsaintsandallelectareinthechurches(Rev.22:17;1Cor.5:4-5,

11-13).Godusestheterm “elect”ofIsraelwhowasneverapartofthechurch(Isa.45:4;65:9,22;

Rom.11:7,28).TheIsraelitesarecalledsaintsintheOldTestamentthoughtheywerenotinthe

churchesoftheNewTestament(Psa.30:4;31:23;37:28;50:5;52:9;79:2;85:8;97:10;Psa.

116:15;Psa.132:16;Psa.145:10;Psa.148:14;Psa.149:5,9).TherearesaintsintheNew

Testamentwhowerenotinthechurch(Matt.27:52).

Ifapersonfollowspost-tribulationism toitslogicalconclusion,hewillfindhimselfabelieverin

theuniversalinvisiblechurchtheorywhichputsalltheelectinthechurch.

31.SincethesavedinthechurchareclothedintherighteousnessofGod,justifiedforeverand

whollyseparatefrom theworld(John3:18;Rom.5:1;8:1,33-34;1Cor.11:31-32;John15:18-19;

17:14,16),howcantheybethrustintothejudgmentswhichfalluponaSatan-ruledworldsystem?



Suchanotionmusthaveoriginallyarisenfrom theArminianheresythatthebelievercontributes

somethingtohisownacceptancebeforeGod,andhavingfailedtosomeextentinthis

responsibility,hewillbepurgedandpurifiedbythesufferingsunderAntichrist.Thisisa

ProtestantandBaptistpurgatoryandaninsulttothedoctrineofsalvationbygrace.Sucha

teachingsaysthatAntichristandthetribulationcandoforthechurchwhatChristwasunableto

do.ThisteachingresemblesthereligionofaholymaninIndiaonabedofspikes,notthe

religionofJesusChrist!

32.Manygenerationsofchurchmembershavegonetoglorywithoutpassingthroughthe

ProtestantandBaptistpurgatory.Whyshouldthelastgenerationofthechurchsufferthatfrom

whichthevasthosthasbeenspared?Thechurchhassufferedmartyrdom incertainperiodsof

herhistory,butthiswasfrom wickedmen.ThetribulationisGod’sjudgmentuponwickedmen.

33.OnewillsearchinvaintofindinstructionstoprepareforlifeunderAntichristinthecaseof

theLord’schurch.In-stead,thechurchisadmonishedtoprepareforthecomingoftheLord.The

churchisnottold:“Getreadyforthegloom,”but“thebridegroom iscomingsoon”(Matt.25:6).

34.Thereismentionofatemple(Matt.24:15;2Thess.2:4;Rev.11:1-2),sacrifices(Dan.9:27),

thesabbath(Matt.24:20),Judea(Matt.24:16),prophets(Rev.18:24)andJerusalem (Rev.3:12)

inthecomingperiodoftribulation.ThesethingsfitinwithIsrael,butnotwiththechurch.Whyis

this?Isitnotbecausethechurchhasbeenrapturedtoglorybeforethetribulationcomes?

35.Whyistherenomentionofthechurchpracticingbaptism orobservingtheLord’sSupperin

thetribulation?ThechurchwasseverlypersecutedintheDarkAgesbutitsobservanceofthe

ordinancescouldbeseeninspiteofpersecution.Thenwhynotinthetribulation?Itmustbe

becausethechurchisabsent.

36.The144,000Israeliteswillpreachthegospelofthekingdom (Dan.12:3;Matt.24:14)inthe

tribulation.Thetwowitnesseswillpreachalso(Rev.11:3-8).WhywillGodusetheseifthe

churchisstillonearth?

37.WhydoesGoduseanangeltopreachthegospelinthetribulation(Rev.14:6-7)ifthechurch



isstillonearthbeingperservedbyGod?

38.ThesignintheOldTestamentwascircumcision.Inourtimeitisbaptism andtheLord’s

Supper.InthetribulationitisthesealofGodintheforehead(Rev.7:1-4).Doesthisnotindicate

thatbaptism andtheLord’sSupperhavealreadyendedbytheremovalofthechurch?Isitnot

distinctlysaidthattheLord’sSupperwillendwhenChristcomes?(1Cor.11:26).Sinceitisnever

mentionedinthetribulation,Christmusthavealreadycome.

39.HymenaeusandPhiletusconvincedsomeintheearlychurchesthattheresurrectionwas

past(2Tim.2:17-18).Howcouldtheyhavedonethissincetherehadbeennoappearanceof

Antichristandthetribulation?ItmusthavebeenbecausetheyexpectedthecomingofChrist

beforeeitherofthesethingstookplace.

40.Thechurchisnotinthe69weeksofDaniel9.Thenwhyattempttoputitinthe70thweek

whenDanielhimselfsaysthatthese70weeksaredetermineduponhispeople,Israel(Dan.

9:24).Woulditnotmakeasmuchsensetoclaim thechurchwasintheBabylonianCaptivity?

41.Thetranslationofthechurchisnevermentionedinanypassagedealingwiththesecond

comingofChristafterthetribulation.

NOTES

1.CharlesB.Williams,TheNewTestamentintheLanguageofthePeople(Chicago,Illinois:

MoodyPress.Copyright1937.Usedwithpermission),p.525.

ChapterEight

ARGUMENTSFROM THEBOOKOFREVELATION

42.ChristisseenamongthechurchesinRevelationchapters1-3,butinHeaveninchapters4-

19:9.DoesthisnotimplythatthechurcheshavegonetoHeaveninchapter4infulfillmentof

John14:3-7?DidHenotpromisetobewithHischurchaslongasitwasintheworldinMatthew

28:20?



43.TheHolySpiritspeakstothesevenchurchesinchapters2-3.Inchapter4:5theSpiritisin

Heaven.DoesthisnotsuggestthatthechurchistherewithHim,sincethechurchcannothe

separatedfrom theHolySpirit(John14:16)?Remember,thelanguageofthebookofRevelation

is“theSpiritandthebride”(Rev.22:17).

44.Afterlengthyattentiontothesevenchurchesinchapters2-3,chapter4:1beginswiththese

words:“Afterthesethings.”Thismustmeanafterthetimeofthechurchesandwhentheirwork

intheworldisover.

45.ThechurchatPhiladelphiawaspromiseddeliverancefrom thehouroftrial,thathourwhich

istocomeuponthewholeearth,totrythem thatdwellupontheearth(Rev.3:10).Thispassage

teachestheexemptionofthechurchfrom theperiodoftrial,notonlyfrom thetrialduringthat

period.SheistoescapethistimebyChrist’scoming(Rev.3:11)andbypassingthroughthe

opendoor(Rev.3:8).ThisisthedoorinRevelation4:1throughwhichJohnpassed.Shewill

comebackthroughthatsamedoorattheendofthetribulation(Rev.19:11).

Post-tribersarequicktopointoutthatthesewordswereaddressedonlytothelocalchurchat

Philadelphia.Theysaythattheyhavenoapplicationbeyondthislocalchurchwhichexisted

1900yearsago.ButtheyignorethefactthattheSpiritissaidtospeakinthesesevenlettersto

“thechurches”(Rev.3:13).

Somesaythattheidea“tokeepfrom”means“tokeepsafein,”andtheycitesuchScripturesas

Galatians1:4andJohn17:15tosupporttheirargument.Butthegreatcompanyoftribulation

martyrsdisclosedthatbelieversinthetribulation(post-triberssaythesebelieversarethe

church)arenotkeptsafe(Rev.6:9-11;7:9,14).Aslongasthechurchisintheworld,itwillsuffer

tribulation(John16:30).Therefore,ifthechurchistobekeptsafe,shemustberemoved

physically.

Tothosewhowanttobecontentiousthattheword“from”(Greek“ek”whichmeans“outof”)

canneversuggestabodilyremoval,Iaskthem toobservethatitcertainlydoesindicateabodily

removalinMatthew12:42andMark7:31.



46.ManyholdlikethiswriterthattheLaodiceanChurchAge(Rev.3:14-22)isapictureofthe

lastdaysofthechurchonearth.Butthisseventhphaseofchurchhistorydoesnotpicturea

churchpurifiedandmadewhiteinthetribulation.Rather,itrevealsachurchrejectedbyChrist

andlukewarm.Post-triberscannotexplainwhypersecutionhasnotfannedsomefireinthe

churchorextinguishedthefirecompletely.

Itisstrangeindeedthatsomepost-tribersusethesevenphasesofchurchhistoryinRevelation

2-3toargueagainsttheimminentcomingofChrist(SeeTheLateGreatPre-TribRapture,p.23),

thenwhenpressedbytheargumentfrom thisforapre-tribrapture,theydenytheseven

churchesrepresentsevenphasesofchurchhistory!

47.JohnisseenrapturedinRevelation4:1.Thereisthevoiceofatrumpetwhichcompareswith

1Thessalonians4:16and1Corinthians15:52.Thereisthegatheringupof1Thessalonians4:16;

2Thessalonians2:1,andJohn14:3.SincethereisnotranslationofsaintsinRevelation20:4-6,it

mustoccurrighthereinchapter4:1.

48.Thetwenty-foureldersofRevelation4:1-11;5:1-14inHeavensuggestthepre-tribulation

raptureofthechurchandsaints.ThetribulationperioddoesnotbeginuntiltheLambreceives

thesevensealedbookandbreakstheseals.ButtheLambdoesnotreceivethebookuntil

crownedsaintsareseeninHeaven.CrownswillnotbegivenoutuntilChristreturns(1Pet.5:4),

thentheywillbegiventoallwholoveChrist’sappearing(2Tim.4:8).Therefore,itisplainly

evidentthattheGreatTribulationcannotpossiblybeginuntilaftertheraptureofthechurch.

49.ThegodlyremnantofthetribulationarepicturedasIsraelites(Rev.7:1-8;Isa.11:11,16;Jer.

31:7;Ezek.20:33-38;37:11-28;Joel2:32;Micah4:7;Zech.12:9-13:9;Mal.3:16-17;Rom.9:27;

11:7-28),notmembersofthechurchasmaintainedbytheposttribulationalists.

50.TheHolySpiritspeaksfrom HeaveninRevelation14:13.ThisindicatesthatHehasbeen

removedwiththechurchbeforethetribulationbegins.

51.Theword“church”ismentioned19timesinthefirstthreechaptersofRevelation,butsheis

nevermentionedagainuntilsheisseencomingfrom HeavenwithChrist(Rev.19:11-21).How

canthebridecomefrom HeavenwithChristifsheisnotalreadythere?



ChapterNine

ARGUMENTSFROM THEIMMINENTCOMING

52.NoonecanreadtheNewTestamentwithoutseeingthattheearlyChristiansbelievedthat

Christwouldreturnintheirownlifetime.Sincepost-tribersdenytheanymomentcomingof

Christ,theycannotclaim companywiththeChristiansofthefirstcentury.Onlypre-

tribulationism canbereconciledwiththemanyScripturesonanimminentcomingofChrist.

TheseScripturesconstitutetheoldestwritingsintheworldonapre-tribrapture.Theygopast

MargaretMacDonaldbybetterthan1700years.Theyextendpastthechurchfatherstothe

grandfathers—theapostles.

53.“Thereforebeyealsoready:forinsuchanhourasyethinknottheSonofmancometh”

(Matt.24:44).Themeaningofthesewordsaredear.Believersaretobeundertheinfluenceofa

constantandgeneralexpectationofChrist’scoming.HewillcomewhenweleastexpectHim:

“Watchtherefore:foryeknownotwhathouryourLorddothcome”(Matt.24:42).

Theseversesfrom Matthew24teachthreethings:First,thehourofourLord’sreturnis

unknowntoHispeople.Second,becauseweknownottheexacttimeofHisappearing,wemust

beinanattitudeofconstantexpectationandwatchfulness.Third,theLordwillreturn

unexpectedly,eveninsuchanhourasHisownpeople“thinknot.”

54.“Andthat,knowingthetime,thatnowitishightimetoawakeoutofsleep:fornowisour

salvationnearerthanwhenwebelieved.Thenightisfarspent,thedayisathand”(Rom.13:11-

12).ThesalvationwhichtheapostleviewedasnearwasthesalvationofthebodyatChrist’s

coming(Heb.9:28).Thedayhebelievedwasathandwastheday“whereintheSonofman

cometh”(Matt.25:13).

WhydidPaulnotsaythattheappearingofAntichristwasnear?Orthattheplaguesofthe

tribulationwereimpending?Becausehedidnotlookforthesethings.Hebelievedthecomingof

theLordwasimminent.TheapostlesoughttopreparemenforthecomingofChrist,notforlife

undertheAntichrist.



55.“ForIknowthatifthisearthlytentinwhichIliveistakendown,Ihaveabuildinginheaven

whichcomesfrom God,ahousenotbuiltbyhumanhandsbuteternal.ForinthisoneIam

sighing,becauseIlongtoputon,likearobe,myheavenlybody,myfuturehome,andifIdoputit

on,Ishallnotfindmyselftobedisembodied.ForIwhoam stillinmytentam sighingbeneath

myburdens,becauseIdonotwantittobeputoffbuttoputontheotheroverit,sothatmy

dyingbodymaybeabsorbedinlife”(2Cor.5:1-4).(1)

Theapostlespeaksofhisdesiretoexchangehisearthlybodyforaheavenlybody.Hegroansin

prayerthathemaybelongtotheclasswhowillbealiveatthereturnofChrist.Helongsforthe

Saviour’scomingtotakeplaceinhisownlifetimeandtheheavenlybodytoarrivebeforethe

mortaldies.

Iam certainthatPaulknewofChrist’spredictionofPeter’smartyrdom inJohn21:18-19.He

musthavealsohadknowledgeoftheMatthew24signs.Butwithsuchknowledge,hebelieved

therewasapossibilityofhisbeingaliveattheLord’scoming.Heheldtoanimminentcomingof

theLordJesus.

DaveMacPherson,apost-triber,says:

PaulsaysChrist’scomingisnotimminent(2Thess.2:1-3),forapostasyandAntichristmust

comefirst.(2)

Thereappearstobeavastchasm betweenwhatDaveclaimstheapostlesaidandwhatPaul

actuallydidsay.

56.Inspeakingofthetranslationofthesaints,Paulincludedhimselfamongthosewhowould

beliving.TotheCorinthianshewrote:“Weshallnotallsleep,butweshallallbechanged”(1Cor.

15:51-52).TotheThessalonianshesaid:“Wewhicharealiveandremainuntothecomingofthe

Lordshallnotpreventthem whichareasleep”(1Thess.4:15).

NofancytwistingandturningoftheseScripturescanevadethefactthatPauldidexpecttobe

alivewhentheraptureoccurred.Thiscanonlybereconciledwithapre-trib,imminentcomingof

JesusChrist.WhilePauldidnotliveuntiltherapture,helivedinexpectationofthatcoming

everymomentofhislife.Thisistheproperattitudeforbelieversinallages.



57.TheotherinspiredwritersregardedthereturnofChristassomethingwhichmightoccurat

anymoment.Jameswrote:“Beyealsopatient;stablishyourhearts:forthecomingoftheLord

drawethnigh”(Jas.5:8).Peterdeclared:“Buttheendofallthingsisathand”(1Pet.4:7).John

prefacedthebookofRevelationbytellingusthatitcontained“thingswhichmustshortlycome

topass”(Rev.1:1).

58.ThewriterofHebrewscould“seethedayapproaching”(Heb.10:25).ThedayofChristwas

expectedtofollowthisdarknightofsorrowwhiletheBridegroom isabsent.Hegoesontosay:

“Foryetalittlewhile,andhethatshallcomewillcome,andwillnottarry”(Heb.10:37).

59.FourtimesinthebookofRevelationChristsaid:“Icomequickly”(Rev.3:11;22:7,20).

“Quickly”istheGreekword“taehu”whichmeans“speedily.”Thesewordscan-notsuccessfully

bereconciledwithapost-tribcomingwhichhassignstoannounceit.Itwillonlyfitinwithapre-

trib,imminentcomingoftheSaviour.

IfthelanguageintheScripturesIhavegivendonotteachanimminentcomingofJesusChrist,

thenlanguageismeaninglessandtheBibleisDevil-inspiredfoolery.Theseversesare

irrefutabletestimonythattheearlyChristiansbelievedinanimminentcoming.Hiscomingis

imminenttillHeactuallydoescome.Atanymomentwemayhearavoicelikeatrumpetsaying:

“Comeuphither.”BeforethenexthourtheBridegroom maysaytothebride:“Riseup,mylove,

myfairone,andcomeaway”(SongofSolomon2:10).Inaninstant,inthetwinklingofaneye,

wewillbegathereduntoChristintheair.
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ChapterTen

ARGUMENTSFROM THETHESSALONIANEPISTLES



60.“AndtowaitforhisSonfrom heaven,whom heraisedfrom thedead,evenJesus,who

deliverethusfrom thewrathtocome”(1Thess.1:10ASV).TheThessaloniansliveddaybyday

inexpectationofChrist’sreturnwhichwoulddeliverthem from thefuturewrath.Hispersonal

comingwastheirdailyhope.TheywerenotpreparingforalifeunderthereignofAntichrist.

Theword“delivereth”istheGreekword“rhuomai”anditsmeaningisverysignificant.M.R.

Vincentdefinesitasmeaning

todrawtoone’sself.(1)

Thayersaysitmeans

todrawtoone’sself,torescue,todeliver.(2)

TheAnalyticalGreekLexicondefinesitas

todragoutofdanger,torescue,save.(3)

William A.Stevenscontendsthatitmeans

anactofrescue,byanexertionofpower.(4)

TheNewBibleCommentarygivesthiscomment:

Thismightberenderedmorepersonally‘Jesus,ourdelivererfrom thecomingwrath,’i.e.,the

divinejudgmenttobepouredupontheearthattheendoftheage.”(5)

Itisalsoworthyofobservationthattheapostlesaysthechurchwillbedelivered“from”the

wrathtocome.ThisistheGreekword“apo’”inthebestGreektextswhichmeans“awayfrom;

departure;distanceoftimeorplace;avoidance.”

ChristwilldrawthedeadandlivingsaintsuntoHimselfbyanexertionofHispowerandrescue

them awayfrom thewrathtocome.JesuswillcometosnatchHisownawaybeforethe



trumpetsofwrathbegin.

61.“FortheLordhimselfshalldescendfrom heavenwithashout,withthevoiceofthe

archangel,andwiththetrumpofGod;andthedeadinChristshallrisefirst:Thenwewhichare

aliveandremainshallbecaughtuptogetherwiththem intheclouds,tomeettheLordintheair:

andsoshallweeverbewiththeLord”(1Thess.4:16-17).

HereisacomingofChristwhichwillresultintheresurrectionofdeadsaintsandatranslation

oflivingsaints.ThesesaintsshallmeetChristintheair;theyshallbecaughtuptomeetthe

Saviourintheclouds.Thereisnomentionofanysignwhichwillannouncethiscoming,norare

thenationsonearthsaidtoseeChrist.Thereisnoreferencetoaresurrectionoftribulation

saints.NothingissaidaboutthebattleofArmageddonorChristridingawhitehorse.

ThereisnothingwhichindicatesthatChristandthesecomeimmediatelybacktoearth.Inthe

lightofJohn14:3,ImustconcludethattheygototheFather’shousewheretheyareseenin

Revelationchapters4-5.WhywouldChristtakethem upintothecloudsandthenbringthem

rightback?Thismakesnosenseatalltothiswriter.

Withreferenceto1Thessalonians4:16-17,KennethS.Wuestwrites:

Paulsaysthatwewillbecaughtup.TheGreekwordtranslated‘caughtup’hasanumberof

meaningswhichgiveussomeimportantinformationregardingtheRapture.Thewordis

harpazo.Itmeans‘tocarryoffbyforce.’AndthisgivesusthereasonwhytheLordJesuswill

descendto6,403feetabovetheearth.Satanandhiskingdom ofdemonsoccupythislower

atmosphere.Paulspeaksofhim as‘theprinceofthepoweroftheair’(Eph.2:2),andusesthe

Greekwordaerwhichspeaksofthelower,denseratmosphereinwhichwelive.Thedemons

inhabitthisportionoftheatmospherearoundtheearthinorderthattheymaypreyupon

Christianbelievers.TheyattempttodisrupttheworkingsoftheChurch,spoilthetestimonyand

serviceofChristians,andpreventtheunsavedfrom receivingtheLordJesusasSaviour.They

aretryingtoinsulatetheChurchfrom heaven.AtthetimeoftheRapture,theywillattemptto

keeptheChurchfrom goinguptoheavenwiththeLordJesus.JesusofNazarethwillexertHis

omnipotentpowerintakingthesaintswithHim toheaventhroughthekingdomsofSatan,and

againsthispowerandthatofhisdemons.

Thewordharpazoalsomeans‘torescuefrom thedangerofdestruction.’Thatmeansthatthe

Churchwillbecaughtuptoheavenbeforethesevenyearperiodofgreattribulationoccurson

earth.BytheChurchherewedonotmeanthevisibleorganizedpresent-daychurchcomposed



ofbelieversandunbelievers,butonlythoseinthevisiblechurchwhoseChristianprofessionwill

standthetestofactualpossessionofsalvation.ThenominalChristian,thatpersonmerely

identifiedwiththevisiblechurchbymembership,andnotpossessingalivingfaithintheLord

JesusasSaviour,willbeleftonearthtogothroughtheterribletimesoftheGreatTribulation.”(6)

62.Butdoesnot1Thessalonians5:1-4teachthatthechurchwillbeovertakenbythedayofthe

Lord,thetimeofthetribulation?

Paulbeginsthispassagewithastatementthatitwasunnecessaryforhim totellthechurchof

thetimesandseasonsoftherapturementionedintheprecedingverses.Therewasnoneed

sincethosewhowatchdonotneedtobetoldwhenthehourwillcome,fortheyarealways

ready.

Inverses2-3herelateshowthedayoftheLord,withitsaccompanyingterribledestruction,will

comesuddenlyandunexpectedly.Thissuddendestructionwillcomewhentheunsavedmenon

eartharesayingpeaceandsafety.ThiscouldhardlybethetimeneartheendoftheGreat

Tribulation.Itmustbeatthebeginningofit,forthedestructiontakestheseunsavedpeopleby

surprise.

Thecarefulreaderwillobservethechangeofpronounsfrom “ye,”“you,”and“yourselves”of

verse1and2to“they”and“them”ofverse3.Thedestructionovertakestheunsaved,notthe

membersofthechurch.

Inverse4Paulsays:“Butye,brethren,arenotindarkness,thatthatdayshouldovertakeyouas

athief.”Doeshemeanthatthedestructionmentionedherewillovertakethechurchandthat

theywillbeexpectingit?Whatdestructionisunderconsiderationhere?Itisadestructionfrom

Godwhichtakesthewickedbysurprise.Ifthechurchwillexperiencethedestructionhere,then

shewillexperiencethewrathofGodduringthistime.Howcanthisbeifthechurchispreserved

from thewrathofGodaspost-triberssay?

Inverse5itiswritten:“Yeareallthechildrenoflight,andthechildrenoftheday:wearenotof

thenight,norofdarkness.”Thesewordsindicatethatbelieversinthechurchbelongtothetime

designatedas“day”incontrastto“thenight”inwhichthewrathcomes.



Inverse9theapostlesays:“ForGodhathnotappointedustowrath,buttoobtainsalvationby

ourLordJesusChrist.”Thismustbeareferencetothefuturewrathalreadymentionedin

1Thessalonians1:10.Thechurchisappointedtohavetheirbodiesredeemedandtodeliverance

from thecomingwrathonearth.TheywillbedeliveredbyChrist’scoming:“Whodiedforus,that

whetherwewakeorsleep,weshouldlivetogetherwithhim”(1Thess.5:10).

63.AfterPaul’sfirstepistle,theThessaloniansencounteredgreat“persecutions”and

‘tribulations”(2Thess.1:4).Sincetheyhadbeenledtobelieveinapre-tribulationalcomingof

Christtodeliverthem from tribulation,theyweredeeply“troubled”(2Thess.1:7;2:2).Ifthey

understoodthattheyweretobeovertakenbythedayoftheLordinhisfirstepistle,thenthey

wouldnothavebeentroubledatallbythesethings.

64.Paul’sentiresecondepistletothem waswrittentoreaffirm hispre-tribulationalraptureand

toassurethischurchthatshehadnotenteredthedayoftheLord.In2Thessalonians2:3he

wrote:“Letnomandeceiveyoubyanymeans:forthatdayshallnotcome,excepttherecomea

fallingawayfirst,andthatmanofsinberevealed,thesonofperdition.”

Thewordtranslated“‘takingaway”istheGreekword“apostasia.”AfootnoteinTheNew

BerkeleyVersionoftheBiblesaysthatthiswordcanmean“departure.’’(7)TheTyndaleBible,

CoverdaleBible,Cranmer’sversion,GenevaBible,andBeza’sversionofthesixteenthcentury

rendertileterm in2Thessalonians2:3as“departing.”AfootnoteinTheAmplifiiedBible,saysa

possiblerenderingofapostasiais“departure.”

KennethS.Wuestwellremarksonthis:

InourIIThessanlonianpassage,PaulisspeakingoftheGreatTribulation.Someonehadwritten

alettertotheThessanlonianchurch,statingthattheperiodoftheGreatTribulationwasthen

present,andhadforgedPaul’snametothedocument.Thegreatapostlecalmstheirfearsby

sayingthatthatdaycannotcomeuntil‘afallingaway’(A.V.)comesfirst.TheGreekword

translated‘fallingaway’hasasoneofitsmeanings,‘adeparture.’Thedefinitearticleappears

beforeitintheoriginaltext.ThiswordisusedinotherplacesintheNewTestament,andin

theseplacesthecontextindicatesthatfrom whichthedepartureismade.Butherethereisno

suchinformation.ItfollowsthatthisparticulardeparturemusthavebeenintheteachingofPaul

totheThessanloniansaints,andwasknownbythem andhim.Paultaughtthem aboutthe

Rapturein1Thessalonians4:13-18...Thewords‘fallingaway’areaninterpretationofthe



Greekword,notatranslation.(8)

“Apostasia”isaform oftheGreekword“aphistemi”whichmeans“departureorremoval

from,”(9)or“todrawaway”or“toseparateone’sself,topart.’’(10)

RollandD.McCunewrites:

Thenoun‘departure’isusedbuttwiceintheNewTestament—in2Thessalonians2:3andin

Acts21:21.InActsithastheideaofreligiousapostasyfrom Moses.Theverbform isused

fifteentimesintheNewTestament(Lk.2:37;4:13;8:13;13:27;Acts5:37,38;12:10;15:38;19:9;

22:29;2Cor.12:8;1Tim.4:1;6:5;2Tim.2:19;Heb.3:12).Ofthese,onlythreerefertoreligious

apostasy(Lk.8:13—intimeoftemptationfallaway;’1Tim.4:1—‘someshalldepartfrom the

faith;’Heb.3:12—‘indepartingfrom thelivingGod’).Atothertimesitmeanstodepartfrom the

temple(Lk.2:37),todepartfrom one’spresence(Acts12:10;15:38),todepartfrom wickedmen

(1Tim.6:5),andthelike.(11)

WhatdeparturemustcomefirstbeforetheAntichristcanberevealed?Adeparturefrom the

faithoradepartureofthesaintsbeforethetribulation?Theanswerisfoundinthecontext

whichisclearlyadepartureofthesaints.Thedeparturecannotmeanthetotalapostasyofthe

churches,becausethentherewouldbenonelefttomeettheLordwhenHecomes.Ifthe

departureofthesaintsmustcomefirst,thentheremustbeapre-tribulationalremovalofthe

churchbeforeAntichristisrevealed.

65.In2Thessalonians2:4-12thereisalengthydiscourseonAntichristandthetribulation.

Thosewhosufferunderthemanofsinaresaidtobe“they”and“them,”not“we”and“us.”

Thosewhosufferaresaidtobeunsavedandtoperish.Suchcannotbesaidofbelieversinlocal

churches.

WhydidPaulpassupsuchagoodopportunitytosetforththepost-tribdoctrine?Whydidhenot

saysomewhereinthis:“Letuspreparetosufferunderthereignofthemanofsin.”Theanswer

issimpleenoughforanyonetosee.Paulwasapre-triber.

66.Satanwouldhavelongagoconsummatedhisevilprogram fortheworld,iftheRestrainer

hadnotbeenpresent.“Andnowyeknowwhatwithholdeththathemightberevealedinhistime.



Forthemysteryofiniquitydoethalreadywork:onlyhewhonowlettethwilllet,untilhebetaken

outoftheway”(2Thess.2:6-7).

SinceSatanissecondtoGodinpower,hisprogram canonlyberestrainedbyGod.This

RestrainermustbetheHolySpiritwhoistheactiveexecutoroftheGodheadduringthisage

(2Cor.3:8).NorcanwedoubtthatmuchofthisrestrainingisdonethroughthechurchwhichHe

indwells(1Cor.3:16)andcametoempoweronthedayofPentecost.IfHeistobe“takenoutof

theway,”thensomustthechurchbetakenoutsincethesaintsinchurchescannotbe

separatedfrom theHolySpirit(John14:16).

Thispassageisaseriousproblem forpost-tribers.TheyusuallyruntoandfrointheGreekto

explainawayitsmeaning.SomemaketherestrainerSatan,butSatandoesnotworkagainst

himself(Matt.12:22-29).OtherssayitisChristians,butaChristiancannotrestrainSatan.Still

otherswouldmakeittheRomanEmpire,butthiscannotbeasthetenkingsoftheRoman

EmpirearesaidtogivetheirkingdomstoAntichrist(Rev.17:12-13).Betterinformedposttribers

admitthatGodistheonlyonewhocanrestrainSatan,buttheyavoidsayingitistheHolySpirit

tosavedoctrinalembarrassment.

Post-tribersoftensaythattheGreekhereshouldread:“...untilhe(Antichrist)comesoutofthe

midst.”Bythistheywouldmakeitappearthattherestrainersimplyceasestorestrain,andthen

SatanbringsforthAntichrist.Thustheywouldeliminateanynotionoftheraptureinthis

passage.

Thereisaverygoodgrammaticalreasonforrejectingthisposttribargument.Thesecond“he”

inverse7wouldnormallyrefertothesamepronounearlierintheverseratherthantothe

pronouns“him”and“‘his”inverse6.ItistheRestrainerwhoistakenoutoftheworldortocome

outofthemidst.
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ChapterEleven

ARGUMENTSFROM TYPOLOGY

67.Enochlivedatatimeantecedenttotheflood.Godsuddenlyandsecretlyremovedhim from

earthtoHeaven(Heb.11:5).Heisacleartypeofthetranslationofthechurch.

68.NoahandhisfamilywentintothearkandGodclosedthem upsevendaysbeforetheflood

(Gen.7:10).Noahandhisfamilyweresafefrom thefloodintheark.Theycouldnotevensee

theungodlywithoutastheonlywindowwasinthetopoftheark(Gen.6:16).LikeNoah,the

churchwillbecalledoutbytheLordintoaplacepreparedforthem duringthesevenyears

tribulation(John14:3).ChristsaidHissecondcomingwouldbelikethedaysofNoah(Luke

17:26-27).ThereisnothingsaidaboutNoahsufferinginthearkatthehandsoftheungodly.



Noahwassafefrom thewrathofmanandGod.

69.LotwastakenoutofSodom beforethefirecamedown(Gen.19:17-24).AccordingtoJesus,

HissecondadventwillbelikeitwasinthedaysofLot(Luke17:28-29).AsLot“wentoutof

Sodom,”sothechurchwillbetakenoutoftheway.

70.JosephfirsttookhisGentilebrideuntohimself(Gen.41:45)beforethesevenyearsof

famine(Gen.41:54).Christwilltakehisbrideoutbeforethesevenyearsoffamine.Duringthe

famineJosephmadehimselfknowntohisbrethren(Gen.45:1-4),justasChristwillreveal

HimselftotheJewishremnantduringthetribulation.

71.MosestookhisGentilewifeinmarriage(Ex.4:20)beforehesenttheplaguesuponEgypt.

Likewise,ChristwilltakeHiswifeuntoHimselfbeforeHesendstheplaguesofthetribulation

andoverthrowsAntichristofwhichPharaohwasatype.

72.ThepriestsintheO.T.wereshutupsevendaysinthetabernacleduringtheirconsecration

(Lev.8:33,35).Evensothechurchandsaintswillbeshutupintheheavenlytabernacleforseven

yearsduringwhichtheywillbeconsecratedasking-priests.

ChapterTwelve

ARGUMENTSFROM THESECONDCOMING

73.ThereweretwodistinctappearingsofChristinHisfirstadvent.HeappearedtoalluntilHis

death,andthenHeappearedonlytoHisdisciples(Acts10:40-41).Therewillbetwo

manifestationsofthesecondadventinthereverseorder.Hewillbemanifestedtothesaints

onlyattherapture(1Thess.4:13-17),andthenattheendofthetribulationtoIsraelandthe

nations(Rev.1:7).

74.TheascensionofChristwastwofold(John20:17;Acts1:9).OnephaseofHisascension

wassecret;theothervisible.Acts1:11tellsusthatHisdescensionwillbelikeHisascension.

ThisindicatesasecretphaseandavisiblephaseofHisreturn.



75.ThereisacomingofChristwhichwillsurprisesomewhoarebuildinghouses,eatingand

drinking,andmarryingwives(Luke17:26-30).Thisscenewillnotfittheclosingdaysofthe

tribulation.Itfitsverywellwithapre-tribcoming.

76.ThereisanunexpectedcomingofChrist(Matt.24:42-44)whichwillfindsomeofHis

childreninanembarrassingsituation(1John2:28).Thiscanhardlybeapost-tribcomingas

somesuppose.

TheWorldVisionMagazineinitsDecember,1974,issuesaid:“Intheremaining70’sthechurch

willhavetogetovertherapturefeverandwrestlewithsuchissuesasthenatureofthegospel

andthewaysinwhichGodintendsHispeopletoparticipateinthefulfillmentofHispurposein

thelatterdays.”ThosewhobelievesuchadoctrinewillbeashamedbeforeChristatHissecret

coming—acomingtheydeniedintheirchurchesandreligiouspapers.

77.ThereisacomingofChristlikeathieftothechurch(Matt.24:43-44;Rev.3:3).Athiefdoes

notannouncehiscoming.Hedoesnotcometostay.Hetakesawaythejewelsandthebest

itemsinthehouse.Thisfitsperfectlywithapre-tribrapture,thesecretcomingofChristforHis

saints.

78.Sincethereisacomingonadayandhourwhichnomanknows(Matt.24:36),thiscoming

mustbedistinguishedfrom thecoming“immediatelyafterthetribulationofthosedays”(Matt.

24:29).

79.InMatthew24thetwophasesofChrist’scomingaresetforth.Thereisasuddencoming:

“Forasthelighteningcomethoutoftheeast,andshinethevenuntothewest;soshallalsothe

comingoftheSonofmanbe.Forwheresoeverthecarcaseis,therewilltheeaglesbegathered

together”(Matt.24:27-28).Thiscomingislikethelightening;ittakesplaceinthetwinklingofan

eye.Underthefigureofeaglesgatheringtogethertoacarcase,Christpicturesthegatheringof

thesaintsattherapture(1Thess.4:17;2Thess.2:1).

ThisphaseofChrist’scomingwillseparatethegodlyfrom theungodly:“Thenshalltwobeinthe

field;theoneshallbetaken,andtheotherleft.Twowomenshallbegrindingatthemill;theone



shallbetaken,andtheotherleft.Watchtherefore:foryeknownotwhathouryourLorddoth

come”(Matt.24:40-42).Thiscomingwillsurprisepost-tribers(Matt.24:48-51).

AfterthecominglikelighteninginMatthew24:27-28,verses29-30say:“Immediatelyafterthe

tribulationofthosedaysshallthesunbedarkened,andthemoonshallnotgiveherlight,and

thestarsshallfallfrom heaven,andthepowersoftheheavensshallbeshaken:Andthenshall

appearthesignoftheSonofmaninheaven...”Thereispicturedintheversesfollowinga

regatheringofIsraelaftertheLord’scomingbythesoundofatrumpetbytheangels.Thereis

nomentionofanytranslationofthelivingsaints.ThosewhoseetheSonofmanandmournare

onearth,notintheair.TheyarethewickedGentilesandIsraelwhoareonearth.

80.ThetwophasesofChrist’scomingareseeninMatthew25.Inthefirstpartofthechapter

ourLordcomesasabridegroom tobemarriedinamarriagechamber(Matt.24:1-13).Inthis

phaseHemeetsthevirgins.InthelatterpartofthechapterHecomesasakingtosituponHis

throneandtoexecutejudgment.AtthisphaseHemeetsthenations(Matt.25:31-46).

81.Thecomforttobederivedfrom Christ’scoming(1Thess.4:18)canonlybeproperly

reconciledwiththepre-tribulationalview.Ifpost-tribulationism istrue,thenweshouldbe

lookingforthetribulationinsteadofthecomingofChrist.Therecouldbelittlecomfortinapost-

tribcomingasmanywilldieamartyr’sdeathandnotbealive.

82.Theexhortationtolookfor“thegloriousappearing”ofChristforHisown(Titus2:13)loses

itssignificanceifthetribulationcomesfirst.WeshouldbelookingfortheAntichristorthe

eventsofthetribulation.

83.TheadmonitiontopurifyourselvesinviewofthereturnoftheRedeemerhasforceonlyif

Hiscomingisimminent(1John3:2-3;2:28).Ifthechurchgoesthroughthetribulationaspost-

triberssay,thensheissupposedtobealreadypurebythetimeoftheposttribrapture.

84.Allbelieversmustbejudged(2Cor.5:10;Rom.14:10).Thispresentsaproblem topost-

tribers.TheybelievethechurchwillberapturedtomeetChristintheairattheendofthe

tribulation,andthenshewillreturnimmediatelywithHim toearth.Theyareforcedeitherto

ignoretheJudgmentSeatofChristorcontendthatitisaccomplishedinconnectionwiththe

judgmentinMatthew25.Pre-tribershavesevenyearsforthistotakeplace.



85.ThecomingofChristwithHisbride(Rev.19:7-10)mustbepreceededbythecomingforHis

bride(Matt.25:1-13;1Thess.4:15-17).

86.TribulationsaintsentertheMillennium inliteralbodies(Matt.25:31-34),havechildren(Isa.

65:23;Zech.8:5),andcarryonordinaryoccupations(Isa.65:20-25).Howcanthisbeifallthe

savedaretranslatedorresurrectedatHiscomingattheendofthetribulation(1Cor.15:22-23)?

Therewouldbenosheepnationsifthepost-tribdoctrineweretrue.Allthesavedwouldhave

glorifiedbodies.

TribulationsaintsintheMillennium inliteralbodiescanonlybeexplainedbyapre-tribulation

rapture.WeholdthatallthatareChrist’swillberapturedtoglorybeforethetribulation.This

leavesthetribulationsaintsinliteralbodiestoentertheMillennium.

87.IfthetranslationofthechurchtookplaceinconnectionwiththecomingofChristattheend

ofthetribulation,therewouldbenoneedfortheJudgmentoftheNations(Matt.25:31-46).

Therewouldbenosavednations,ifthetranslationofthechurchhadjustoccurred.Norwould

therebeanysavedbrethren—Israelites—sinceallwouldhaveceasedtheirnationalityandbe

madelikeChrist(1John3:1-2).Therewouldonlybegoatnations.ButMatthew25dealswith

savedsheepnations,unsavedgoatnations,andbrethren(Christ’sbrethrenaccordingtothe

flesh,Israel)whoareinliteralbodies.

88.Theseparationofthesavedfrom theunsavedinIsrael’sjudgment(Ezek.20:34-38)afterthe

secondcomingofChristtoearthwouldbeunnecessaryifthesavedhadpreviouslybeen

separatedfrom theunsavedbytranslation.

89.AtthetimeoftherapturethesaintsmeetChristintheair(1Thess.4:13-18;2Thess.2:1),

whileatthesecondphasetheyreturntotheMountofOlives(Zech.14:4-5;Jude1:14-15;

1Thess.3:13).

90.AttheraptureChristcomestoglorifythesaints(Col.3:4),atthecomingtoearthHecomes

withthesaintsalreadyglorified(2Thess.1:10).Noticethewordsof2Thessalonians1:10:“When

HeshallcometobeglorifiedinHissaints.”Thisexpressionisinthefuturetense;butitisthe



subjunctiveaoristandshouldread:“WhenHeshallhavecometobeglorifiedinHissaints.”The

LordwillnottakevengeanceonthewickedtillafterHehascomeandglorifiedHissaints.

91.Christcomesthefirsttimeattheraptureasathief(Rev.3:3),andthesecondtimeatthe

comingtoearthasKingofkings(Rev.17:14).

92.Christ’scomingattheraptureconcernsonlythesaved(1Cor.15:23;1Thess.4:14-18),those

wholookforHim (Heb.9:28).Hissecondphaseattheendofthetribulationinvolvesallnations

(Rev.1:7;Zech.12:10;Matt.24:30).

93.ChristcomestorewardHisservantsattherapture(Rev.22:12;1Cor.4:5;2Tim.4:8).His

comingtoearthistopunishunbelievers(2Thess.1:6-9;Jude1:14-15;Rev.19:11-12).

94.TheraptureofthesaintsmustoccurbeforeAntichristcanberevealed(2Thess.2:1-3),while

AntichristisdestroyedbythesecondphaseofourLord’scoming(2Thess.2:8-10).

95.Hisfirstphaseissalvationforthesaints(Heb.9:28);Hissecondphaseisdestructionto

sinners(2Thess.1:9;2:8).

96.SinceChristcomesforthebridebeforeHecomesasawarringking,theremustbeatleasta

yearbetweentheraptureandthecomingtoearthforDeuteronomy24:5forbidsanewlymarried

mantogotowarforayear.Thisdestroysthezipofpost-tribersandfavorsthepre-tribposition.

97.Themorningstarcomesbeforethesun.Therapturecomingisspokenofsymbolicallyas

“themorningstar”(Rev.2:28)whichappearsinthedarkestpartofthenightwhentheworldis

asleepandonlyafewwhoarewatchingforitseeit.ThesecondphaseofHiscomingisspoken

ofsymbolicallyastherisingof“thesunofrighteousness”(Mal.4:2)whichfloodstheworldwith

light.

98.Christcomestodeliverthechurchfrom thetribulationattherapture(1Thess.1:10).He

comestotheearthtodeliverIsraelfrom theirsinsandthereignofAntichrist(Rom.11:25-29).



99.Thechurchisexhortedtolookfor“thegloriousappearing”oftheSonofGod(Phil.3:20-21;

1Thess.1:10;Jas.4:7,8,9),whileJewishbelieversinthetribulationaredirectedtolookforsigns

(Matt.24:29-34;Luke21:25-32).

ChapterThirteen

ALISTOFPRE-TRIBSCHOLARS

100.Someofthegreatestscholarsintheworldinthelasttwocenturieshaveheldtothetwo-

phasecomingofChrist.ThelistthatIam givingisveryincomplete.Manyothernamescouldbe

added.Thislistwascompiledwiththeaidofsomeoftheleadingpre-tribscholarslivingtoday.

JamesM.Gray,R.A.Torrey,A.C.Gaebelein,W.B.Riley,I.M.Haldeman,H.A.Ironside,John

Darby,C.I.Scofield,ClarenceLarkin,D.B.Eastep,A.W.Pink,HalLindsey,A.J.Gordon,J.R.

Graves,HartArmstrong,E.SchuylerEnglish,PaulJ.Bretschneider,GeraldB.Stanton,Leon

Wood,M.L.Moser,Jr.,William L.Pettingill,L.S.Chafer,JohnF.Walvoord,TheodoreH.Epp,

OliverB.Greene,J.D.Pentecost,J.HaroldSmith,William K.Harrison,GeorgeSaylesBishop,

HudsonTaylor,G.H.Pember,SirRobertAnderson,E.W.Bullinger,William Kelly,D.M.Panton,G.

E.Jones,J.E.Cobb,E.G.Cook,WillardWillis,JohnR.Gilpin,KennethS.Wuest,GeorgeW.

Dollar,William E.Ashbrook,ThomasP.Simmons,E.C.Gillentine,JohnWesleyWhite,D.L.

Moody,D.W.Whittle,LehmanStrauss,RoyMason,GuyDuty,C.H.Mackintosh,RollandD.

McCune,JohnE.Douglas,Sr.,WilburM.Smith,CharlesC.Ryrie,ClarenceM.Mason,R.V.

Clearwaters,RobertP.Lightner,AlvaJ.McCain,JohnC.Whitcomb,Jr.,CharlesR.Smith,

HermanA.Hoyt,ErichSauer,LouisTalbot,LouisS.Bauman,CharlesJ.Woodbridge,J.Vernon

McGee,William F.Culbertson,RobertT.Ketcham,M.R.DeHaan,RichardDeHaan,PaulVan

Gorder,CharlesLeeFeinberg,JamesMont-gomeryBoice,AllenA.MacRea,HomerA.Kent,Jr.,

PaulLeeTan,J.F.Strombeck,MerrillF.Unger,RenePache,CharlesH.Stevens,H.C.Thiessen,

T.Pierson,H.M.Parsons,JamesBrooks,RichardDunham,W.E.Blackstone,RobertGromacki,

EarlD.Radmacher,ThomasD.McCall,DouglasMacCorkle,WendellP.Johnston,WillardM.

Aldrich,LesterK.Pipkin,AldenA.Gannett,JamesP.Chrichton,RobertT.Benton,StuartLease,

LeslieP.Madison,U.A.Doiron,MartinO.Massinger,HomerT.Payne,GeorgeW.Winston,Elton

Wilson,WalterK.Price,ThomasS.McCall,ZolaLevitt,E.HaroldHenderson,R.I.Humherd,M.L.

Moser,Sr.,C.M.Ward,L.R.Shelton,W.A.Criswell,HoyleBowman,J.R.Rice,W.R.White,David

A.Warriner,Jr.WalterStaten,W.E.Sampson


